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Culture in Transit: Digitizing and Democratizing 
NYC’s Cultural Heritage 
“How might we leverage libraries 
as a platform to build more 
knowledgeable communities?” 
● Funded by the Knight Foundation News Challenge on Libraries 
● Partnership with Metropolitan New York Library Council, Queens 
Library and Brooklyn Public Library 
● Collected material will also be shared with the Digital Public 
Library of America 




































Not Just Libraries! 
Neir’s Tavern 
Woodhaven, Queens 
Green-Wood Cemetery  
Brooklyn 
Boys and Girls High School 
Bedford Stuyvesant, Brooklyn 
Emanuel United Church of Christ 
Woodhaven, Queens 

Pond to Lake to Ocean 
 
Consent & Metadata 
Outreach 
● Community groups as a liaisons 
 
● Targeted outreach 
 
● Access to new communities 
 








My Baryo, My Borough 
 






Asian Americans for Equality 
Brooklyn Connections 
Douglaston / Little Neck Historical Society 
Five Boro Story Project 
Forest Hills Asian Association 
Good Neighbors of Park Slope 
Greater Ridgewood Youth Council 
My Baryo, My Borough 




Trust & Credibility 
 
 
Cultural Heritage Institution 
Partnerships 
“How might we leverage 





● DPLA and ESDN 
● Support needs of our smaller/underfunded members 
● Pilot small-scale digitization service for members 
● Collections to seed DCMNY 
● Learn about our member needs - digitization and related 
Goals: METRO 
Onsite work 
 Offsite work 

Choosing Partners 
Choosing Partners  
● Quality (cohesive, significant) 
● Feasibility (material type, #s, condition) 
● Collection status (processed, cataloged, rights?) 
● Practicalities (location, physical space, security, 
contact person, timeline) 
Choosing Partners  
Site Visits: 
● View / Assess Materials 
● Go to Location / View Space 
● Meet with staff   
 
Wildlife Conservation Society 
New York Academy of Medicine 
White Plains Public Library 
Hostos Community College 
The Grolier Club 
LGBT Community Center 
Yeshiva University 
 Bronx Community College 
General Society for Mechanics & Tradesmen 
Fordham University 
● 8 METRO member 
institutions visited 
● Over 1,150 unique items 
digitized 
● 6 collections in METRO’s 
Digital Culture so far 
● 3 collections in DPLA so far 


LGBT Center: Unique & Historically Important 
Hostos Community College: Celebration of Local Culture 
Yeshiva University: Oversize &  
Inaccessible 
Use Cases of Digitized Content 
Use Cases of Digitized Content 
Use Cases of Digitized Content 
Flatbed Scanner Copy-Stand Outreach 
Digitization Equipment Sets 
Flatbed Scanner: Epson V Series 
 
● V600 and V800 models: Excellent quality & capability for negatives 
 
● SilverFast software for color management & pre-scan functionality 
 






● Canon EOS Rebel T5 DSLR 
 





Original Lights LED Lights 
● Fluorescent & LED 
lighting 
 
● Muslin backdrop 
Outreach 
Interactive Resources: 
Historic photographs slideshow & comparison 





Outreach & Education 
● Provide a point of entry into the 
project 
 
● Teach about archives, technology 
historical record 
 
● Demonstrate the value of 
participating in the project 
 
● Empower communities to steward 




         Transporting Digitization Equipment 




● Don’t underestimate 
overall weight 
Born Digital Donations 
Images created in the last decade are 
likely digital.  
Great way to attract walk-in donors. 
Best practices are still being 
developed.  
 
 
 
 Documentation 
www.mnylc.org/cit 
Contact Us! 
 
Twitter: @DigitizeNYC 
Blog: www.mnylc.org/cit 
Email: cultureintransit@metro.org 
 
